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Risk Assessment: Peel Road Runners Dogs



	Club: Peel Road Runners 
	Location(s): Off road club routes 

	Activity Title: Risk assessment for participation of dogs in club activities. 

	Those at risk/affected parties: Club members, run leaders, visitors, members of the public 

	Reviewed by: Club Committee 

	Date: 13.03.26

	Review Date: 13.03.27

	Review Tracker: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







	What are the Hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	

Risk Rating
	What are you already doing?
	Risk Rating with control in place
	What else can you do to control this risk?

	Hot weather
	Dogs could overheat and become unwell from temperature.
	




H
	
If the route and/or conditions are deemed unsafe then dogs will be prohibited from attending a session and this will be posted on the Club Facebook page and WhatsApp group. 

Dog owners/handlers should consider carrying water for their dogs. 
	L
	Infographics on club website regarding dogs in hot weather.

	Age/ability of dog
	Dogs could become injured/unwell from physical exercise. 
	










M
	





Dogs must be able to run/walk the planned distance with ease.

Dogs must be able to navigate stiles and other obstacles.

To attend summer club runs dogs must be a minimum of 12 months old.

Dog owners/handlers should consider carrying water for their dogs.








	L
	Dog owners/handlers to put the welfare of dogs first. 

	Temperament of dog towards club members
	Other members of the club could become spooked or injured by dogs participating in club activities.
	











M
	


Dogs must wear a well-fitted collar and tag and remain on a short, handheld lead at all times.  

Dogs must be insured with public liability insurance.

Dogs must be social, calm and comfortable around people and other dogs. Aggressive or reactive dogs are not permitted at club activities. 

Ensure your dog does not approach others without consent.

Other club members should ask permission before touching someone else’s dog.

The group leader may request that dogs remain at the back of the group.

Peel Road Runners reserves the right to ask the owner/handler not to bring their dog to future walks in order to protect the safety and comfort of the group.



	L
	Consider having a maximum number of dogs per group.

	Club members (with/without fear of dogs)
	Club members could become spooked or injured by approaching dogs participating in club activities.
	







M
	


Club members should ask permission before touching someone else’s dog.

Dogs must be social, calm and comfortable around people and other dogs. Aggressive or reactive dogs are not permitted at club activities.

The group leader may request that dogs remain at the back of the group. 




	L
	Consider having a maximum number of dogs per group.

	Other dogs 
	Dogs could become aggressive with one another. 
	






M
	

Only one dog per person.

Dogs must wear a well-fitted collar and tag and remain on a short, handheld lead at all times.  

Dogs must be social, calm and comfortable around people and other dogs. Aggressive or reactive dogs are not permitted at club activities.

Dogs must be insured with public liability insurance.


	
L
	Consider having a maximum number of dogs per group. 

	Other animals/livestock
	Other animals/livestock could become spooked or injured by dogs, and dogs could become injured by other dogs/livestock not linked to club activities. 
	




M
	Dogs must wear a well-fitted collar and tag and remain on a short, handheld lead at all times unless being attacked by livestock then the lead should be dropped to prevent further injury. 

The group leader may decide that dogs are not permitted on certain routes (e.g., due to livestock).

Dogs must be insured with public liability insurance. 
	L
	

	Uneven surfaces/crowding. 
	Dogs tripping and falling on uneven surfaces or other dogs and runners.
	





M
	The group leader may decide that dogs are not permitted on certain routes (e.g., due to uneven surfaces).

The group leader may request that dogs remain at the back of the group to limit congestion with other runners. 

Dogs must be able to navigate stiles and other obstacles.
	L
	Consider having a maximum number of dogs per group.

	Overgrown Vegetation / Brambles / Nettles
	Dogs sustaining nettle stings and cuts from overgrown vegetation/brambles/nettles. 
	




M
	

The group leader may decide that dogs are not permitted on certain routes (e.g., overgrown vegetation).


Dogs must wear a well-fitted collar and tag and remain on a short, handheld lead at all times.



	L
	Inform council/landowner of any accidents that happen as a direct result of maintenance negligence

	Stiles and gates
	Dogs becoming injured from being unable to navigate stiles and gates. 
	




M
	Dogs must be able to navigate stiles and other obstacles.

The group leader may decide that dogs are not permitted on certain routes (e.g., too many obstacles). 

	L
	Broken or badly maintained stiles and gates to be avoided.


	Moving and parked vehicles (including farm vehicles/scooters/motorbikes). 
	
Dogs injured through collisions with cars and/or drivers injured through taking action.




	




M
	
Dogs permitted to join on routes that are predominately off road (e.g., summer routes only). 

The group leader may decide that dogs are not permitted on certain routes (e.g. likelihood of farm vehicles). 

Dogs must wear a well-fitted collar and tag and remain on a short, handheld lead at all times.

	L
	


	Water hazards
	Dogs running into open bodies of water (e.g., canals, rivers, ponds). 

Drowning. 
	



M
	
Dogs must be kept on a short hand held lead at all times. 

Keep a good distance between other club members.  

No overtaking/runs backs where towpaths are too narrow (runners to regroup at muster points where towpath is too narrow). 

The group leader may decide that dogs are not permitted on certain routes (e.g. Significant water hazards).

The group leader may request that dogs remain at the back of the group.


	L
	Pre run briefing to alert runners to water hazards such as rivers or ponds.

	

Dog poo 



	Health hazard to club members, visitors and public. 
	



M
	

Dog owners/handlers must carry poo bags and clean up after their dog immediately. Waste should be disposed of in a bin if available or taken home for disposal if a bin is not available.



	L
	Consider bringing antibacterial gel. 

	


Other course users - Pedestrians 




	Dogs colliding with pedestrians.

	






M
	

Keep dogs on a short hand held lead.

Be polite and respectful to other path users.

Give way to members of the public.

Dogs must be social, calm and comfortable around people and other dogs. Aggressive or reactive dogs are not permitted at club activities.

Dogs must be insured with public liability insurance.


	L
	Keep enforcing the point give way to pedestrians. 

Consider having a maximum number of dogs per session. 

	
Other course users – Cyclists 



	Dogs injured through collisions with cyclists and/or cyclists injured through taking action.

	




M
	

Keep dogs on a short hand held lead.

Be polite and respectful to other path users.

Give way to members of the public.

Dogs must be social, calm and comfortable around people and other dogs. Aggressive or reactive dogs are not permitted at club activities.

Alert others to the presence of a cyclist.

Dogs must be insured with public liability insurance


	

L
	Advise runners if course includes shared access paths. 


Consider having a maximum number of dogs per session.
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